REMARKS 

Reconsideration of this Application is requested. 

The Examiner has objected to the drawings under 37 CFR §1.84(P)(5). 
Applicants have corrected the drawings as indicated in red in attached Figs. 1 
and 5. Would the Examiner please approve Applicants' corrections. 

The Examiner has objected to the Abstract. Applicants have amended the 
Abstract to overcome the Examiner's objection. 

The Examiner has objected to the disclosure. Applicants have amended 
the disclosure to overcome the Examiner's objections. 

Claims 1-21 have been rejected by the Examiner under 35 U.S.C. §1 12 as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which Applicants regard as the invention. The claims have been 
amended to remove the indefiniteness. 

Claims 1 , 6, and 1 1 have been rejected by the Examiner under 35 U.S.C. 
§1 02(e) as being anticipated by Boies et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,006,200). 

Boies discloses the following in column 1, lines 39-51: 

"According to the invention, there is provided a 
method for identifying a customer's shipping address 
by a multi-digit identifier which is stored in the 
database of a trusted third party, preferably the 
shipping company. A user of the system need only 
identify themselves to a vendor by this multi-digit 
identifier which prints the identifier in machine 
readable form on a package delivered to the shipper. 
A further advantage of the invention is that if the 
customer moves and needs to change their address, 
they have but one place to do so. Hence, when 
conducting business with many vendors, one would 
not need to repeat their address to each vendor for 
each transaction, rather, all that needs to be provided 
is an address code." 
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Boies et al. does not disclose or anticipate the invention claimed by 
Applicants in claims 1, 6, andJJ^as^amended. Boies et al. does not disclose or 



anticipate that the Post, i.e., Post Office, will verify Post's verifying in one or more 



data-baseslhatTecipient-s.aarae is listed with recipient's desired delivery address 
on mail in coded form and human-readable form. The foregoing insures that the 
mail could be delivered to the recipient. 

Claims 7-10 and 12-21 have been rejected by the Examiner under 35 
U.S.C. §1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Boies et al. Boies et al. does not 
disclose or anticipate that ,£ostt5j/e^ing in one or more data bases that' 



recipient's name is listed with recipient's desired delivery address on mail in 

^ > 

coded form and human-readable form. The foregoing insures that the mail could 
bedeiivered4o4he-recipient. 

Claims 2, 3, 4, and 5 have been rejected by the Examiner under 35 U.S.C. 
§103(A) as being unpatentable over Boies et al. in view of Allum, et al (U.S. 
Patent No. 5,420,403). 

Allum et al. discloses the following in his abstract: 



Mail can be sorted automatically to point of delivery 
level by deriving from the address including postal 
code on a piece of mail a suffix which together with 
the postal code forms routing data which uniquely 
identifies the final delivery address. This is achieved 
automatically at the Post office sorting facility by 
means of an optical character reader which reads the 
addresses on mail items and a computer arranged to 
generate a suffix based on the address read. The 
routing data is printed as a bar code on the mail item 
and this allows the complete sortation to be effected 
automatically. Also contemplated is a progressive 
encoding system which can be applied as bar codes 
by customers as desired to mail pieces. The basic 
data is the routing data set to which can be added a 
shipment number which allows automatic revenue 
accounting control and a piece number which allows 
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automatic track and trace. Finally, the customer may 
also progressively encode return mail envelopes with 
the shipment number followed by a product code and 
a user defined field which permits automatic 
specialized handling of the return mail item." 

In essence, Allum et al. discloses a system in which a bar code may be utilized to 
make it easier to sort the mail to the final delivery address. 

Claims 2 and 5 have been incorporated into clam 1 as amended, and 
claims 3 and 4 have been canceled. Neither Boies et al nor Allum et al., taken 
separately or together, discloses or anticipates the invention claimed by 
Applicants in claim 1 as amended and those claims dependent thereon. The 
cited references do not disclose or anticipa te the P osts^ verifying in one or mo re| 
data bases that recipient's name is listed with re cipient's desired delivery ad dress 
on maiM n^ form and human-readable form . The foregoing insures that th<3 
mail could be delivered to the recipient. 

Furthermore, the cited references do not disclose or anticipate the use of 
the National Name and Address Data Base claimed in new claim 22. 
In view of the above, claims 1 and 6-22 are patentable. If the Examiner has any 
questions which he believes would be advanced by a telephone conversation 
with Applicants' attorney, he is invited to contact the undersigned at the 
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telephone number noted below. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Ronald Reich man 
Reg. No. 26,796 
Attorney of Record 
Telephone (203) 924-3854 



PITNEY BOWES INC. 

Intellectual Property and 

Technology Law Department 

35 Waterview Drive 

P.O. Box 3000 

Shelton, CT 06484-8000 
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Version with Markings to Show Changes Mad 

In the specification: 

Page 1. line 15: 

Background of the Invention 

From the dawn of civilization people have directly transmitted information 
from one person to another. Information was first transmitted by speech and 
later by the written word. Writings enabled people to transmit information by 
messengers from a location in which the sender of the writing was present to 
another location where the receiver was present. In time, postal services were 
developed in which a person would deliver a letter to the post office (hereinafter 
"post") in one city and an agent of the post office would deliver that letter to a 
post office in another city, where the letter would be picked up by the person to 
whom the letter was sent. 

Page 2, line 8: 

One of the reasons why recipients of letters and packages rent post office 
boxes is that the recipient did not want the sender of the letter or package to 
known -know the actual location of the recipient. The above reason for having 
post office boxes has increased dramatically in the past few years because many 
people are conducting business out of their homes and they do not want certain 
senders of letters and packages to know the location of their homes. Thus, there 
has been a tremendous increase in the use of post office boxes. Consequently, 
the post at certain post offices is experiencing a shortage of post office boxes. 
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Page 3. lines 4 and 6: 

This invention overcomes the disadvantages of the prior art by providing a 
method that enables the post to deliver letters, flats, post cards and packages 
(mail) addressed to a recipient virtual post office box to be delivered directly to 
the recipient. The invention enables individuals or entities to rent a virtual post 
office (VPO) box i.e., a box that does not physically exist, from the post. Mail 
addressed to the virtual post office box would be captured by the post during the 
posts sortation process and rerouted to the specified address of the renter of the 
virtual post office box. 

An advantage of this invention is that a renter of a virtual post offic e box 
may receive mail at their specified location while this location will not be known 
to parties who send maii to the virtual post office box. 

Page 4. line 17: 

Referring now to the drawings in detail and more particularly to Fig. 1 , the 
reference character 1 1 represents the entry of bulk entry mail to the post. The 
post receives and processes bulk entry mail and collection mail. Collection mail, 
will be described in the description of Fig. 2. Approximately 60 percent of the 
mail currently received by the United States Postal Service is bulk entry mail. 
Bulk entry mail is mail received by the post that is trayed, presorted, metered, 
bearing a permit or pre-cancelled stamp. Bulk entry mail that has been bar 
coded but not sorted correctly by the mailer will be scanned and sorted by bar 
code sorter/code printer 12. Mail that is able to be scanned and sorted by sorter 
12 is sent to a delivery bar code sorter/code printer 13 or a carrier sequence bar 
code sorter 14. Sorters 13 sorts mail that is going to be delivered to other postal 
facilities. Sorter 14 sort the mail in the order that the mail is going to be delivered 
by postal carrier 15. 

Page 8. line 2: 

Fig. 3B is a drawing of a mail piece addressed to a virtual post office 
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(VPO) box which the post has indicated the actual delivery address. Mail piece 
36 has a sender address field 37 and material 38 that indicates the payment of 
the postage for mail piece 36. Material 38 may be a postal indicia, postal permit 
or one or more stamps. The recipient address field 39 will include the 
designation 40 for a virtual post office box and the box number i.e., VPO etc. and 
the number of the virtual post office box and the person or entity 41 to whom mail 
piece 36 is sent. The post will print the actual delivery address 42 that the lessee 
of the virtual post office box wants mail piece 36 deliveryed to. The post will also 
print a posnet bar code 43 on the face of mail piece 36. Bar code 43 represents 
delivery address 42 in a coded form. 

Page 8. lines 17 and 18: 

Fig. 3D is a drawing of a mail piece addressed to a virtual post office 
(VPO) box with some actual address information and some vanity address 
information upon which the post has indicated the actual delivery address 42. 
Mail piece 36 has a sender address field 37 and material 38 that indicates the 
payment of the postage for mail piece 36. Material 38 may be a postal indicia, 
postal permit or one or more stamps. The recipient address field 39 will include 
the designation 40 for a virtual post office box and the box number i.e., VPO etc. 
and the number of the virtual post office box, the person or entity 41 to whom 
mail piece 36 is sent, the business entity 44 that the person represents, the city, 
state and zip code 45 of the business entity and a vanity location 46. The city, 
state and zip code 45 may be the actual city , state and zip code that mail piece 
36 is going to be delivered to and location 46 may be a place within zip code 45 
that is used for vanity purposes. The post will print the actual delivery address 
42 that the lessee of the virtual post office box wants mail piece 36 delivery to. 
The post will also print a posnet bar code 43 on the face of mail piece 36. Bar 
code 36 represents delivery address 42 in a coded form. 

Page 9. line 2: 

Fig. 4 is a drawing showing how one may obtain a virtual post office box 
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and how one may change the address to which the mail having a virtual post 
office box will be delivered. Mailers 50 may communicated their intentions 
regarding their virtual post office box via telephone, personal computer, facsimile, 
or by actually going to a post office. 

Page 9. lines 23 and 25 

If a mailer communicated with the post via a personal computer, the mailer 
may communicate with post office modem 52, which is coupled to data center 
computer 54. Computer 54 and the mailer's personal computer may have 
various protocols that are known in the art that must be satisfied before the 
mailers computer can exchange virtual post office box information with computer 
54. After the protocols have been satisfied computer 54 may obtain enough 
information from the mailer> computer to complete the virtual post office receipt 
described in the description of Fig. 5 and/or forward mail piece 36 to a address 
different than the address that was originally supplied to the post, i.e., a location 
where someone is going on their vacation. 

Page 10. line 10: 

National name and address database 65 is coupled to national postal 
code database 66 and validate user request process 62. Database 65 includes 
the names and addresses of people and entities residing in the United States. 
National postal code database 66 includes every valid postal deliverable address 
in the United States. Change request database 67 is coupled to virtual post 
office box name/address relational database 68. Database 65 is used as a 
reference for database 68 and changes to database 68 are received from change 
request database 67. Postal code updates computer 70 will transmit new zip 
codes to national code database 68 via modem 60, computer 54, process 62 and 
process 69. Name or address updates computer 71 will transmit new name or 
address changes to database 65 via modem 60, computer 54, process 62 and 
process 69. 
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Page 11. line 20: 

The date in which the lessee of the virtual post office box wants mail to be 
delivered to the temporary delivery address 222 is shown in space 208 and the 
date which the lessee of the virtual post office box no longer wants mail to be 
delivered to the temporary delivery address 222 is shown in space 209. The 
signature of the person who is registering the virtual post office box or the 
authorized representative of the entity who is registering the virtual post office 
box will be placed in space 213. The date the signature was signed in space 213 
is indicated in space 214. A biometrics 215 of the person whose signature 
appears in space 213 may also be placed on card 200. Biometrics 215 may be: 
a picture of the person signing in space 213; the persons fingerprint; etc. 

Page 13. line 5: 

Fig. 8 is a drawing of a flow chart showing the generation of a statement 
by access metering and billing process 69. The program begins in block 150 
where a statement initiation process is begun. Then the program goes to block 
424-151 where the current fees for the requested services are transmitted. Now 
the program goes to block 152 where data center computer 54 sorts the 
transactions metered by process 69 and records the transactions by specific 
mailers and the post. Next in block 153 computer 54 converts each transaction 
type to a cost. In block 154 computer 54 totals the cost for each specified mailer 
and the post. The program goes to block 155 to reset the account registers. In 
block 156 the program produces a done message upon completion of the task. 
Next in block 157 a printer (not shown) at data center 75 produces statements for 
the provided services. Then the program goes to block 158 to indicate that the 
printed statements are completed. At this point the program goes back to the 
input of block 150. 



Page 18 of 20 



In the claims: 

Please cancel claims 2. 3. 4. and 5. 

1. (IwiceAmended) A method for forwarding mail by a post t hat is 
addressed to a recipient afidat a virtual post office box to be delivered directly to 
a recipient, said method comprises the steps of: 

receiving recipient's name and informat i on regarding recipient's desired 

delivery address; 

assigning a virtual post office box for individual recipients; 

relating recipient's virtual post office box with rec i pient's the desired 
delivery address of the recipients : 

delivering i nformation to recipient's that repres e nts tho i r their assigned 
virtual post office bexe sbox's identification ; 

placing i nformat i on that represents virtual post office boxes on mail; 

reading i nformation on mail to capture virtual post office box 
information l dentification . when present; 

determining recipient's desired delivery address from virtual post office 
box i nformat i on identification and recipient's name; and 

verifying in one or more data bases that recipient's name is listed with 

recipient's desired delivery address; 

placing recipient' s desired delivery address on mail in coded form and 
human readable form; and 

delivering mail to recipient's the desired delivery address of the recipients . 

7. (Twice Amended) The method claimed in claim 6, wherein in the 
changing step: recipient specifies the time period in which mail is going to be 
delivered to the chang e d desired delivery address. 
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15. (Twice Amended) The method claimed in claim 12, further including in 
the changing step, the steps of: 

assigning a biometrics to recipients; 
delivering athe biometrics to recipients; 

receiving recipient's biometrics and recipient's intention to change their 
delivery address; 

changing recipient's delivery address upon conformation of recipient's 
biometrics. 

Add claim 22 as hereinabove set forth. 
In the Abstract: 

Abstract Of The Invention 

A method that enables the post to deliver letters, flats, post cards and 
packages (mail) addressed to a recipient^ virtual post office box and then t o be 
deliveryed directly to the recipient. The process enables individuals or entities to 
rent a virtual post office (VPO) box i.e., a box that does not physically exist, from 
the pos t office ("post") . Mail addressed to the virtual post office box would be 
captured by the post during the post> sortation process and rerouted to the 
specified address of the renter of the virtual post office box. 
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